
פרשת בהר בחוקותי

This week we will use the missva of Shemitta to help us understand the concept of
Emunah, faith in Hashem.

I. The Challenge of Shemitta and the Response of Hashem:

Vayikra 25:20-22
(20) If you said, “What shall we eat the
seventh year? Behold, we shall not sow,
nor gather in our increase”;
(21) then I will command my blessing on
you in the sixth year, and it shall bring
forth fruit for the three years.
(22) You shall sow the eighth year, and
eat of the fruits, the old store; until the
ninth year, until its fruits come in, you
shall eat the old store.

ויקרא פרק כה פסוק כ - כב
נְִזָרע�אֵהןַהְּׁשִביִעתַּבָּׁשנָהּנֹאַכלַמהתֹאְמרּווְִכי(כ)

וְ�א נֱֶאסֹף ֶאת ְּתבּוָאֵתנּו:
ֶאתוְָעָׂשתתַהִּׁשִּׁשיַּבָּׁשנָהָלֶכםִּבְרָכִתיֶאתוְִצּוִיִתי(כא)

ַהְּתבּוָאה ִלְׁש�ׁש ַהָּׁשנִים:
ַהְּתבּוָאהִמןוֲַאַכְלֶּתםַהְּׁשִמינִתַהָּׁשנָהֵאתּוְזַרְעֶּתם(כב)

ּתֹאְכלּו יָָׁשן:יָָׁשן ַעד ַהָּׁשנָה ַהְּתִׁשיִעת ַעד ּבֹוא ְּתבּוָאָתּה

These pesukim are unique in that the Torah is expressing the thoughts of a person
who finds the missva difficult.

● Identify why the missva is so difficult.
● What is the response of Hashem?

There are other missvot in which something similar occurs:

II. Aliyah Laregel (the tri-annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem):

Shemot 34:23-24
Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord Hashem,
the God of Israel.
(24) For I will drive out nations before
you and enlarge your borders; neither
shall any man desire your land when
you go up to appear before Hashem,
your God, three times in the year.

שמות פרק לד פסוק כג - כד
ָהָאדֹןְּפנֵיֶאתְזכּוְר�ָּכליֵָרֶאהַּבָּׁשנָהְּפָעִמיםָׁש�ׁש(כג)

יְיָ ֱא�קי יְִׂשָרֵאל:
וְ�אְּגֻבֶל�ֶאתוְִהְרַחְבִּתיִמָּפנֶי�ּגֹויִםאֹוִריׁשִּכי(כד)
ְָּפנֵיֶאתֵלָראֹותַּבֲע�ְת�ַאְרְצ�ֶאתִאיׁשיְַחמֹד ֱא�קי�יְי

ָׁש�ׁש ְּפָעִמים ַּבָּׁשנָה:

● Identify the potential problem with performing the missva.
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● What is the response of Hashem?

III. Shemitat Kesafim (repudiation of loans):

Devarim 16:2, 9-10
(2) This is the way of the release: every
creditor shall release that which he has
lent to his neighbor; he shall not exact it
of his neighbor and his brother; because
Hashem’s release has been proclaimed.
(9) Beware that there not be a base
thought in your heart, saying, “The
seventh year, the year of release, is at
hand”; and your eye be evil against your
poor brother, and you give him nothing;
and he cry to Hashem against you, and
it be sin to you.
(10) You shall surely give him, and your
heart shall not be grieved when you give
to him; because that for this thing
Hashem your God will bless you in all
your work, and in all that you put your
hand to.

דברים פרק טו פסוק ב
ֲאֶׁשריָדֹוַמֵּׁשהַּבַעלָּכלָׁשמֹוטַהְּׁשִמָּטהְּדַברוְֶזה(ב)
ְׁשִמָּטהָקָראִּכיָאִחיווְֶאתֵרֵעהּוֶאתיִּגֹׂש�אְּבֵרֵעהּויֶַּׁשה
ַלייָ:

דברים פרק טו פסוק ט - י
ֵלאמֹרְבִלּיַַעלְלָבְב�ִעםָדָבריְִהיֶהֶּפןְל�ִהָּׁשֶמר(ט)

ְּבָאִחי�ֵעינְ�וְָרָעהַהְּׁשִמָּטהְׁשנַתַהֶּׁשַבעְׁשנַתָקְרָבה
וְָהיָה ְב� ֵחְטא:ָהֶאְביֹון וְ�א ִתֵּתן לֹו וְָקָרא ָעֶלי� ֶאל יְיָ

ַהָּדָברִּבְגַללִּכילֹוְּבִתְּת�ְלָבְב�יֵַרעוְ�אלֹוִּתֵּתןנָתֹון(י)
ִמְׁשַלח יֶָד�:ַהֶּזה יְָבֶרְכ� יְיָ ֱא�קי� ְּבָכל ַמֲעֶׂש� ּוְבכֹל

● Identify the potential problem with performing the missva.
● What is the response of Hashem?

Note how all these missvot require a level of sacrifice. They demand that we defy the
natural order of things (not planting, not defending the borders of the country, and
lending money for a loan that will get cancelled). People are hesitant to perform
these missvot because they seem to be so logic defying.

As a response, Hashem promises that all will work out fine. All we need to do is take a
leap of faith, to have emunah in Him. Emunah begins when we step out of the
natural order of things to follow the will of Hashem.

Oftentimes we misunderstand Emunah. We are comfortable invoking Emunah
ex-post facto, after an event already occurred. However, our parasha teaches us that
Emunah demands faith in Hashem prior to the action, an action performed to fulfill
his will. It's not easy to have true Emunah in Hashem, but it is something we need to
strive to acquire.

Submit your questions or comments to rsetton@allegrafranco.com.
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