
פרשת דברים
This week we will analyze the different mentions of Moshe talking about his
punishment to not enter the land. Look at the different reasons he ascribes to his not
being able to enter:

I. When repeating the story of the spies:

(37) Because of you the Lord was
incensed with me too, and He said: You
shall not enter it either.

דברים פרק א פסוק לז
ִָהְתַאּנַףִּביַּגם(לז) ָתבֹא�אַאָּתהַּגםֵלאמֹרִּבְגַלְלֶכםיְי
ָׁשם:

Based on Moshe’s explanation here of not being able to enter the land, consider the
following:

● Why is his mention at this point surprising?
● Is Moshe blaming the people for his sin? How so?

II. After the conquest of Sihon and Og:

(26) But the Lord was wrathful with me
on your account and would not listen to
me. The Lord said to me, “Enough!
Never speak to Me of this matter again!

דברים פרק ג פסוק כו
ָוַּיְִתַעֵּבר(כו) ָוַּיֹאֶמרֵאָליָׁשַמעוְ�אְלַמַענְֶכםִּבייְי ֵאַלייְי

ַהֶּזה:ַרב ָל� ַאל ּתֹוֶסף ַּדֵּבר ֵאַלי עֹוד ַּבָּדָבר

III. When warning against Idol Worship:

(21) Now the Lord was angry with me on
your account and swore that I should
not cross the Jordan and enter the good
land that the Lord your God is assigning
you as a heritage. (22) For I must die in
this land; I shall not cross the Jordan.
But you will cross and take possession of
that good land.

דברים פרק ד פסוק כא - כב
ָ(כא) ֶאתָעְבִריְלִבְלִּתיוַּיִָּׁשַבעִּדְבֵריֶכםַעלִּביִהְתַאּנַףוַיי
נֵֹתןֱא�ֶהי�יְיֲָאֶׁשרַהּטֹוָבהָהָאֶרץֶאלבֹאּוְלִבְלִּתיַהּיְַרֵּדן

ְל� נֲַחָלה:
ַהּיְַרֵּדןֶאתעֵֹברֵאינֶּנִיַהּזֹאתָּבָאֶרץֵמתָאנִֹכיִּכי(כב)

ַהּזֹאת:וְַאֶּתם עְֹבִרים וִיִרְׁשֶּתם ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטֹוָבה

Again, note that Moshe’s wording is surprising.
● Is Moshe blaming the people?
● Is he not taking responsibility for his actions?
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There are very interesting approaches amongst the commentaries that resolve
Moshe’s sin being contingent upon the behavior of the people. However, it seems
odd that the greatest and most humble of all people would not take responsibility
for his actions in a public address to the nation.

A possible thought is that perhaps Moshe is identifying himself with the older
generation. By emphasizing the fact that he is their leader, he is attaching himself to
them. God’s decisions for the nation are also made for Moshe. In each of the
mentioned above, Moshe emphasizes “because of you” and “on your account”–
showing that he is one of them. When the nation could not enter the land, as their
leader Moshe could not enter the land either. Just as the nation failed, he too failed
as their leader.

Moshe, before his passing, addresses the wedge that arose between him and the
people over the past forty years. He accepts his fate being cast with the rest of the
nation. Therefore the message he has to offer stems from love, not anger at his
current state. Sefer Devarim is Moshe’s final message, one that comes from the
heart.

In life, often we speak out of anger and desire to change the situation. Here Moshe
speaks freely and openly, with full acceptance. We should strive to speak like Moshe,
when we are calm and accepting. Hopefully then our messages will be heard as well.

Submit your questions or comments to rsetton@allegrafranco.com.
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