
פרשת עקב
This week we will analyze the concept of Divine Justice.

I. Read the following pesukim from the parasha carefully.

  (3) Know then this day that none other
than the Lord your God is crossing at your
head, a devouring fire; it is He who will
wipe them out. He will subdue them
before you, that you may quickly
dispossess and destroy them, as the Lord
promised you. (4) And when the Lord your
God has thrust them from your path, say
not to yourselves, “The Lord has enabled
us to possess this land because of our
virtues”; it is rather because of the
wickedness of those nations that the Lord
is dispossessing them before you. (5) It is
not because of your virtues and your
rectitude that you will be able to possess
their country; but it is because of their
wickedness that the Lord your God is
dispossessing those nations before you,
and in order to fulfill the oath that the
Lord made to your fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. (6) Know, then, that it is
not for any virtue of yours that the Lord
your God is giving you this good land to
possess; for you are a stiffnecked people.

ספר דברים פרק ט פסוקים ג-ו
ֵאׁשְלָפנֶי�הּוא-ָהעֵֹבראלקיךה'ִּכיַהּיֹום,וְיַָדְעָּת(ג)

וְהֹוַרְׁשָּתםְלָפנֶי�;יְַכנִיֵעם,וְהּואיְַׁשִמיֵדםאְֹכָלה--הּוא
וְַהֲאַבְדָּתם ַמֵהר, ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִּדֶּבר ה' ָל�.

ִמְּלָפנֶי�אָֹתםאלקיךה'ַּבֲהדֹףִּבְלָבְב�,ַאל-ּתֹאַמר(ד)
ַהּזֹאת:ֶאת-ָהָאֶרץָלֶרֶׁשתה',ֱהִביַאנִיְּבִצְדָקִתיֵלאמֹר,

ּוְבִרְׁשַעת ַהּגֹויִם ָהֵאֶּלה, ה' מֹוִריָׁשם ִמָּפנֶי�.
ָלֶרֶׁשתָבא,ַאָּתהְלָבְב�,ּוְביֶֹׁשרְבִצְדָקְת�,�א(ה)

מֹוִריָׁשםאלקיךה'ָהֵאֶּלה,ַהּגֹויִםְּבִרְׁשַעתִּכיֶאת-ַאְרָצם:
ַלֲאבֶֹתי�,ה'נְִׁשַּבעֲאֶׁשרֶאת-ַהָּדָברָהִקיםּוְלַמַעןִמָּפנֶי�,

ְלַאְבָרָהם ְליְִצָחק ּוְליֲַעקֹב.
ֶאת-ָהָאֶרץְל�נֵֹתןאלקיךה'ְבִצְדָקְת��אִּכיוְיַָדְעָּת,(ו)

ָאָּתהַהּטֹוָבה ַהּזֹאת--ְלִרְׁשָּתּה: ִּכי ַעם-ְקֵׁשה-עֶֹרף,

Two observations worth noting from these pesukim:
1. There is an emphasis on the inhabitants of the land being evil.
2. There is no guarantee Am Yisrael will behave any better.

II. The concept of the evilness of the inhabitants of the land is expressed elsewhere
in the Torah in  different ways. Compare the following two sources:

(22) You shall faithfully observe all My laws
and all My regulations, lest the land to
which I bring you to settle in spew you
out. (23) You shall not follow the practices
of the nation that I am driving out before

ספר ויקרא פרק כ פסוקים כב-כד
וֲַעִׂשיֶתםוְֶאת-ָּכל-ִמְׁשָּפַטי,ֶאת-ָּכל-ֻחּקַֹתיּוְׁשַמְרֶּתם(כב)

ֶאְתֶכםֵמִביאֲאנִיֲאֶׁשרָהָאֶרץ,ֶאְתֶכם,וְ�א-ָתִקיאאָֹתם;
ָׁשָּמה, ָלֶׁשֶבת ָּבּה.
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you. For it is because they did all these
things that I abhorred them (24) and said
to you: You shall possess their land, for I
will give it to you to possess, a land flowing
with milk and honey. I the Lord am your
God who has set you apart from other
peoples.

ִמְּפנֵיֶכם:ְמַׁשֵּלַחֲאֶׁשר-ֲאנִיַהּגֹוי,ְּבֻחּקֹתֵתְלכּווְ�א(כג)
ִּכי ֶאת-ָּכל-ֵאֶּלה ָעׂשּו, וָָאֻקץ ָּבם.

ֶאְּתנֶּנָהוֲַאנִיֶאת-ַאְדָמָתם,ִּתיְרׁשּוַאֶּתםָלֶכם,וָאַֹמר(כד)
ָלֶכם ָלֶרֶׁשת אָֹתּה, ֶאֶרץ ָזַבת ָחָלב ּוְדָבׁש

(16) And they shall return here in the
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.”

ספר בראשית פרק טו
ָהֱאמִֹרי,ֲעון�א-ָׁשֵלםִּכיֵהּנָה:יָׁשּובּוְרִביִעי,וְדֹור(טז)

ַעד-ֵהּנָה

Think about the following points:
1. Why does the Torah go out of its way to explain why the inhabitants of the

land are getting kicked out?
2. Why do we need to wait multiple generations to inherit the land?

Through the sources above, Hashem is ensuring that Am Yisrael understand his
system of justice. The points made include:

● You cannot just take someone’s land—they need to have sinned to the point
where they no longer deserve the land.

● You will need to wait until Hashem decides that they are deserving of the
punishment of exile—just merely sinning does not guarantee they will be
exiled.

● You should not assume that your behavior will be any better than theirs—you
are also human and subject to failure.

The points above are quite humbling. Hashem is not cheating the system for his
favored people. We must learn from Hashem and always ensure we behave in a fair
and just manner to all, and never ‘pull strings’ for our favorites.

Submit your questions or comments to rsetton@allegrafranco.com.
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