
פרשת ואתחנן
This week we will see a small example of how Moshe Rabenu creates new meaning
and understanding to missvot that we have yet to see in the rest of the Torah. A
perfect example of this phenomenon is missvat tefillin and how Moshe presents it in
this week’s parasha.

I. Mention of tefillin in our parasha:

(4) Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the
Lord alone. (5) You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. (6) Take to
heart these instructions with which I
charge you this day. (7) Impress them
upon your children. Recite them when
you stay at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you get up.
(8) Bind them as a sign on your hand and
let them serve as a symbol on your
forehead; (9) inscribe them on the
doorposts of your house and on your
gates.

דברים פרק ו פסוק ד - ט
(ד) ְׁשַמע יְִׂשָרֵאל יְיָ ֱא�קינּו יְיָ ֶאָחד:

ּוְבָכלנְַפְׁש�ּוְבָכלְלָבְב�ְּבָכלֱא�קי�יְיֵָאתוְָאַהְבָּת(ה)
ְמאֶֹד�:

ַהּיֹום ַעל ְלָבֶב�:(ו) וְָהיּו ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה ֲאֶׁשר ָאנִֹכי ְמַצּוְ�
ּוְבֶלְכְּת�ְּבֵביֶת�ְּבִׁשְבְּת�ָּבםוְִדַּבְרָּתְלָבנֶי�וְִׁשּנַנְָּתם(ז)

ַבֶּדֶר� ּוְבָׁשְכְּב� ּוְבקּוֶמ�:
ֵּבין ֵעינֶי�:(ח) ּוְקַׁשְרָּתם ְלאֹות ַעל יֶָד� וְָהיּו ְלטָֹטפֹת
ס(ט) ּוְכַתְבָּתם ַעל ְמֻזזֹות ֵּביֶת� ּוִבְׁשָעֶרי�:

Analyze:
● Read this paragraph closely—what is the reason for the missva of tefillin?
● How does it connect to the missvot of mezuza and teaching Torah?

II. Mention of tefillin in Sefer Shemot:

(6) “Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, and on the seventh day there shall
be a festival of the Lord. (7) Throughout
the seven days unleavened bread shall be
eaten; no leavened bread shall be found
with you, and no leaven shall be found in
all your territory. (8) And you shall explain
to your son on that day, ‘It is because of
what the Lord did for me when I went free
from Egypt.’ (9) “And this shall serve you
as a sign on your hand and as a reminder
on your forehead—in order that the
Teaching of the Lord may be in your

שמות פרק יג פסוק ו - ט
ַחג ַלייָ:(ו) ִׁשְבַעת יִָמים ּתֹאַכל ַמּצֹת ּוַבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי

ָחֵמץְל�יֵָרֶאהוְ�אַהּיִָמיםִׁשְבַעתֵאתיֵָאֵכלַמּצֹות(ז)
וְ�א יֵָרֶאה ְל� ְׂשאֹר ְּבָכל ְּגֻבֶל�:

יְיָָעָׂשהֶזהַּבֲעבּורֵלאמֹרַההּואַּבּיֹוםְלִבנְ�וְִהַּגְדָּת(ח)
ִלי ְּבֵצאִתי ִמִּמְצָריִם:

ִּתְהיֶהְלַמַעןֵעינֶי�ֵּביןּוְלִזָּכרֹוןיְָד�ַעלְלאֹותְל�וְָהיָה(ט)
יְיָ ִמִּמְצָריִם:ּתֹוַרת יְיָ ְּבִפי� ִּכי ְּביָד ֲחָזָקה הֹוִצֲא�
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mouth—that with a mighty hand the Lord
freed you from Egypt.

Focus:
● Here the reason for the missva of Tefilin is said explicitly.
● Note the other missvot it is mentioned with.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Use this example to think further:
● What other missva in this week’s parasha gets put in a new light by Moshe

Rabenu?
● What is the significance of a missva having multiple meanings?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Note:

Halacha mandates that one who wears tefillin thinks of the different aspects of the
missva mentioned in Shemot and Devarim. Both chapters must be placed inside the
tefillin.

Likewise, using Shabbat as another example, the different prayers on Shabbat
highlight the different aspects of the Shabbat day.

In each case of a missva with multiple meanings, each meaning gets its own
importance and does not outweigh or cancel out the other. They harmoniously exist
simultaneously.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Message for us:

The theme of remembering yesiat misrayim is central to Judaism. It encompasses so
many of the missvot. Recalling the event is clearly an important foundation for our
faith in Hashem.

However, it should be obvious that the missvot associated with yesiat misrayim are
extremely diverse. Shabbat, eating massa, and tefillin are all quite distinct from each
other. Moshe reminds us to find specific meanings for each missva besides for an
overarching theme of the Exodus.

This message of Moshe is extremely important. Missvot need to be personalized and
internalized by the people practicing the missvot. New meanings can, and must, be
found by anyone who loves Judaism and practices the missvot. The Torah is
multifaceted and speaks to us in many different ways. We need to ensure that each
of us discover how the Torah and missvot speak to us on a personal level as well.

Submit your questions or comments to rsetton@allegrafranco.com.
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